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lifelong labours of men of all creeds and communities. Is it not true that genera-
tions of men in this ancient land have cheerfully saorificerd their wealth, their com-
fort for the sake of spreading knowledge and implanting in the human mind that insatia-
able guest for Truth which in every age and clime is the foundation for the attain-
ment of Freedom ?
In recent years university problems in India have received an. almost super-
abundant measure of attention from people belonging to diverse schools of thought,
both progressive and reactionary ; and numerous and coflicting remedies have been
proposed for our intellectual salvation, Though any suggestion for the curtailment
of educational facilities must be resolutely opposed by the united voice of all lovers of
Indian progress, we must not be slow to remedy the weak points in our system and,
sinking all differences, readjust it to our changing needs and aspirations,
I believe opinion is unanimous to-day that the present system of university edu-
cation in India requires thorough and immediate reorganisation. On the ove of re-
construction let us leave aside comparatively minor issues and ask ourselves the
fundamental question, what should be the aims and ideals of university education in
India ? Education is not static. Its course must change with the passage of time
and with the altered conditions of the community it seeks to serve and elevate. It
must always be closely related to the life of the people. Otherwis e it becomes
stagnant and soulless and instead of uplifting society tends to retard progress.
Generally speaking, the Indian university must regard itself as one of the living
organs of national reconstruction. It must discover the best means of blending to-
gether both the spiritual and the material aspects of life. It must equip its alumni
irrespective of caste, creed or sex, with individual fitness, not for its own sake, not
merely for adorning varied occupations and professions, but in order to teach them
how to merge their individuality in the common cause of advancing the progress and
prosperity of their motherland and upholding the highest traditions of human civili-
sation. That constitutes the perennial ideal of a University, rooted in Indian soil and
expresses one of the greatest needs of the hour.
While it will raise the average quality of its alumni and influence the steady
march of progress and freedom, the university will not neglect the supreme task of
giving protection and privileges to its brilliant teachers and advanced students,
whose sole duty will be an unceasing search for truth and the pursuit of learning
for its own sake. A university is not worth its name which does not provide for
both teaching and research of the highest order in diverse branches of knowledge.
India must produce her own band of discoverers and conquerors of new realms of
thought who will help to raise the intellectual level of the country and ^ call forth
the spontaneous homage and respect of nations far and wide. There is indeed no
limit to the scope of such investigations which must be conducted in an atmosphere
of truth and freedom, unhampered by worries and anxieties. They must also be
closely related to Indian conditions and constantly aim at their betterment.
Let us examine briefly how the universities may  make their contributions towards
national advancement.   The   preparation   of   the   nation's youth for^the diverse pro-
fessions which commonly absorb their energy and   intellect will continue.   New voca-
tions and avenues of useful and honourable employment   which are but partially open
to the Indian youth, such as the army and the navy,   trade, commerce   and industry,
will receive adequate attention.   Scientific   and   technical  knowledge of various kinds
and grades,   will   be   generously   imparted   in   full   remembrance of their supreme
value in the making of a new India, capable of standing on   her own legs.   An army
of leaders and workers,   not   a   band   of narrow   specialists,  is to be created whose
aim will be to foster India's economic   and   industrial   development.   It   will be for
them to devise ways and means for conserving   and   utilising trie rich and inexhaus-
tible raw materials" in which   this   country   abounds,   not   for individual profiteering
fctit for the benefit of its toiling millions   and for   providing them with food, clothing
and shelter, thus stabilising national efficiency   and   wealth and preventing thejr con-
<   tinned exploitation.   Problems of health,   sanitation,   hygiene and diet will be inv^"
gated arid the conditions for   the   alleviation of   suffering and malnutrition   carefully
analysed.   Agriculture must form   a distinctive   part   of  the work of the university
and the possibility   of   increasing   the   productive   power   of   land with the aid 01
scdearce explored and explained.
Neither will cultural pursuits and the study and investigation of  arts   and   letters
"be discontinued or discouraged.    Philosophy, Literature, Archaeology and Architecture
_^v   line Arts including Music and Painting, the Indian Languages,  classical and   modern,
-v -Story and Polity will "be carefully nurtured and the correct interpretation of toe mam-